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although it was passed on June 15, 1881, the Federal
Council refused to sanction it in its altered form. Its
opponents were; i. the Liberal Free-Trade doctrinaires; 2.
the Particularists; 3. the TJltramontanists; 4. a few leading
manufacturers. Free-Traders regard business as the main
object of human life, to which all others must be subordi-
nated According to their theory trade must be carried on
by individual initiative, not to be influenced, managed or
restricted in any way by the commonwealth or the State.
For the disciples of this creed every kind of Socialism
(including State-Socialism) means the end of civilisation;
and Herr Bamberger did not hesitate to designate the first
day of the discussion on the Bill as the dies nefastus of the
German Empire, destined to substitute an enslaved State
for one of free development The Free-Traders' objections
are of two kinds; firstly, that Bismarck's measure was
dangerous; secondly, that it was futile: i.e. dangerous
because its fundamental idea was calculated to lead to
complicated and hazardous experiments ; futile, because its
several prescriptions would prove impracticable. The error
they commit is to condemn Socialism, body and boots,
instead of making a distinction between true and false
Socialism. The broadest interpretation of Socialism is that
it augments individual property. lu the case of a measure
which not only recognises property but protects and
develops it there can be no question of Socialism, if the
above interpretation be the correct one; and if, on the
other hand, any restriction of individual property by public
duties, or by regulations concerning its disposal, be Socialism,
why then Socialism pervades every legal enactment, and the
State itself is an out-and-out Socialistic institution.

Burke says: " It is extremely difficult to define what the
State should undertake to direct, and what it should leave